Terms and Conditions Digital Future Challenge#6
2025/2026

English version

Preamble

The following terms and conditions of participation determine the rules and requirements
for participation in the Digital Future Challenge#6 2025/26.

1. Definitions

"CHALLENGE BRIEFING" means the defined description and conditions of participation of
the Digital Future Challenge#6, which will be available online to participants from the start
of the project.

"SUBMISSION" means the digital submission of an IDEA or SOLUTION by the end of the
deadline of the qualification phase or the deadline of the elaboration phase of the
challenge.

"ORGANIZERS" means the Deloitte-Foundation in the Stifterverband flr die Deutsche
Wissenschaft e.V. and the Initiative D21 e.V.

"INVENTION RIGHTS" means patent or utility model rights.

"FINALISTS" are the individuals who have qualified for the development phase of the
Digital Future Challenge#6 as part of one of the top five teams.

"WINNERS" are individuals as part of one of the three teams who, upon completion of the
CHALLENGE, are selected by the ORGANIZERS on the basis of the quality of their
SOLUTIONS and are rewarded with prize money.

"IDEA" refers to the submission of the qualifying phase (for the semi-finals).

"SOLUTION" refers to the elaboration and pitch in the elaboration phase (for the final and
publication.

"CONTENTS WORTHY OF PROTECTION" means all content that is potentially protectable
by special laws of intellectual property law (in particular copyright, trademark, design,
patent, utility model and design law).

"USE CASE PROVIDER" means all organizations that provide a use case as part of the
Digital Future Challenge.
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2. Eligibility
2.1. Participation in the Digital Future Challenge#6 is free of charge.

2.2. All participants must read and accept these terms and conditions and the obligations
set out therein.

2.3. This challenge is a student challenge. Participation and awards are limited to natural
persons between the ages of 18 and 35 who are currently enrolled at a German
university/college or have completed their degree from such a university in the last three
years.

2.4. Each participant may only participate once in the ongoing Digital Future Challenge #6,
i.e. only be a member of one team and, depending on the phase, submit an IDEA or
SOLUTION together with the other team members.

2.5. Participants must form teams of two to four members and submit their
IDEA/SOLUTION together.

2.6. Any participant who violates the provisions in these Terms and Conditions of
Participation may be excluded from the Digital Future Challenge#6 at any time. The
ORGANIZERS also reserve the right to exclude the teams affected in their entirety from the
Digital Future Challenge 2025/26.

3. Registration / Digital Submission Management

3.1. To participate in the Digital Future Challenge 2025/26, every potential participant
must register online at https://digital-future-challenge.mein-wettbewerb.de/ and submit all
required data electronically.

3.2. In order to participate in the Digital Future Challenge#6, you must continue to accept
and comply with these Terms and Conditions.

4. Duration

4.1. The Digital Future Challenge#6 runs from October 2025 to February 2026 and is
divided as follows:

4.2, Qualification phase is from 30 September 2025 to 01 December 2025;
4.3. Interim presentation or semi-final on 15 January 2026.

4.4. Elaboration phase from 15 January 2026 to 11 February including final pitch event on
12.02.2026 with announcement of the WINNERS and publication of the
IDEAS/SOLUTIONS.

5. Procedure - Qualification phase

5.1. Participants/teams must submit their IDEA by the deadline of 01 December 2025 at
23:59 as described in Section 8. The IDEAS of the teams will only be considered if all team
members have agreed to the SUBMISSION at the end of the QUALIFICATION PHASE.
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The SUBMISSION of the IDEA must be made exclusively via our digital portal under
https://digital-future-challenge.mein-wettbewerb.de and use our submission template
with the corresponding template to show the specially created solution approach for the
challenge, answering the guiding questions shown in the use case and introducing the
individual team members. A maximum of 8 slides may be submitted through the submiss
template.

5.2. On the basis of the submitted IDEAS, a jury will qualify a total of ten teams for the
subsequent interim presentation (semi-finals) on 15.01.2026. The evaluation of the IDEAS
will be carried out in accordance with Section 9 of these Terms and Conditions of
Participation.

6. Procedure - Interim Presentation

6.1. The ten qualified teams will have the opportunity to participate in workshops as part
of a 1-day event on January 15, 2026 and present their IDEA to a jury in the form of a
pitch.

6.2. On the basis of the presentation of the IDEAS, a jury will qualify a total of five teams
for the subsequent elaboration phase and for the final on 12.02.2026. The evaluation of
the IDEAS will be carried out in accordance with Section 9 of these Terms and Conditions
of Participation. If the participants or teams plan to support their presentation with
multimedia, this content must be uploaded via our digital portal by the specified deadline
before the semi-finals: https://digital-future-challenge.mein-wettbewerb.de/.

7. Procedure - Preparation phase

7.1. Only the five teams that qualify via the qualification phase and the interim presentation
have the opportunity to participate in the elaboration phase and the final event.

7.2. In this phase, the five teams develop their IDEA into a more complex concept based on
the feedback of the jury. Teams must upload their SOLUTION digitally via our digital portal
by the mentioned deadline: https://digital-future-challenge.mein-wettbewerb.de/

The exact date of this deadline will also be announced immediately after the semi-final
event. The SOLUTIONS of the teams can only be considered if all team members have
agreed to the SUBMISSION at the end of the elaboration phase.

7.3. The elaborated SOLUTION of the five teams will be presented at the final event in front
of the ORGANIZERS and a jury in the form of a pitch. If the participants or teams plan to
support their presentation with multimedia, they must also upload content via our digital
portal by the specified deadline before the final event: https://digital-future-
challenge.mein-wettbewerb.de/.

7.4. Based on the pitch presentations, the three best teams will be selected by a jury in
accordance with section 9, sorted according to the quality of their SOLUTION and awarded
in accordance with section 10.
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8. Characteristics of IDEAS/SOLUTIONS

8.1. AlL SUBMISSIONS in the form of IDEAS and SOLUTIONS must comply with the
requirements of the Digital Future Challenge #6, in particular in the Submission Template
provided.

8.2. To participate in the Digital Future Challenge#6, each team must have submitted the
final version of the specially developed IDEA as well as all required data via our digital
portal by the deadline.

The final version of the SOLUTIONS, including all required data, must be uploaded by the
deadline. All IDEAS and SOLUTIONS must be submitted in the usual digital formats. These
include, in particular:

PDF/ PPTX / DOCX
MOV/ MP
8.3. All IDEAS and SOLUTIONS must be submitted in German or English.

8.4. In the event of technical or other problems and the submitted IDEAS or SOLUTIONS
are not legible, the affected participants or teams will be notified and given the opportunity
to resubmit their IDEAS or SOLUTIONS within a period specified in the feedback.

In case of technical problems or technical queries with our digital portal, support can only

be contacted at support@zauberberg-medien.de.

9. Selection procedure and evaluation criteria

@.1. The Digital Future Challenge#6 is divided into a selection process, so that only those
participants or teams who have survived the qualification phase and the interim
presentation can participate in the elaboration phase and the final final event.

@.2. The selection of qualified IDEAS and the selection or ranking of the award-winning
SOLUTIONS are always made on the basis of the following criteria:

@.2.1 Social relevance of the idea

@.2.2 Future viability and innovative strength of the idea
9.2.3 Feasibility of the idea

@.2.4 Multiperspectivity in Idea Development

3.2.5 Societal Inclusion in Idea Development

9.2.6 Overall Impression & Effect of the Idea

@.3. Under no circumstances will the selection be made in the sense of a lottery, on the
basis of chance or on the basis of luck.

@.4. The selection of the ten best IDEAS and teams in the qualification phase, which will
have access to the interim presentation, will be made on the basis of the decision of a jury.
The ORGANIZERS decide on the composition of the jury.
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@.5. The selection of the five best IDEAS and teams that will have access to the elaboration
phase will be made on the basis of the decision of a jury. The ORGANIZERS decide on the
composition of the jury.

@.6. The ranking of the best SOLUTIONS and teams at the end of the development phase
and the final event and thus the award of the WINNERS will be based on the decision of a
jury. The ORGANIZERS decide on the composition of the jury.

Q.7. All participants who pass the qualification phase will be informed of their selection via
e-mail. Information about the selection in the qualification phase will be provided by 19
December 2025 at the latest.

The ORGANIZERS reserve the right to change these dates.

@.8. All participants and teams must respond to the notice described above. If the teams
do not respond within the period defined in the described notification, the ORGANIZERS
reserve the right to exclude the respective participant or team and to appoint substitutes.

@.9. The final result and thus also the decision on the award will be announced during the
final.

10.Prices

10.1. The prizes will be distributed to the best participants or teams under the following
conditions:

10.1.1. a sufficient quality of the submitted Solution has been confirmed by the
ORGANIZERS; and

10.1.2. Participants agree to these Terms and Conditions of Participation and comply with
them without exception.

10.2. Only the participants selected by the jury at the end of the elaboration phase and the
final event among the three best teams will be awarded prizes and are therefore WINNERS.

10.3. It should be noted that the ORGANIZERS can only transmit any winnings to the
award-winning participants after the participants concerned have first submitted all

necessary data (in particular information such as name, address, e-mail address and
university affiliation) to the ORGANIZERS.

10.4. The WINNERS of the Digital Future Challenge 2024/25 will be awarded prizes worth
a total of 15,000 euros. It should be noted that the teams and their SOLUTIONS are
evaluated and sorted on the basis of their quality.

11. Rights to Submitted IDEAS/SOLUTIONS

11.1. All participants assure that they are the owners of possible rights to their IDEAS and
SOLUTIONS, or that they are entitled to transfer and/or grant the rights to their IDEAS and
SOLUTIONS specified under 11.3 to the ORGANIZERS.
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The participants also assure that there are no further CONTENT WORTHY OF
PROTECTION and/or INVENTION RIGHTS in the IDEAS and SOLUTIONS that would
prevent the transfer and/or granting of rights to the ORGANIZERS in accordance with 11.3.
In addition, the participants assure that their IDEAS and SOLUTIONS do not violate any
other legal positions protected by the law. The participants assure for all IDEAS and
SOLUTIONS that the right to their own image and other personal rights have been observed
and that any necessary declarations of consent from third parties have been obtained.

11.2. All participants and teams who are not among the FINALISTS of the Digital Future
Challenge#6 retain all their rights to the CONTENT WORTHY OF PROTECTION AND/OR
INVENTION RIGHTS. In this case, there will be no transfer or granting of rights to the
ORGANIZERS.

11.3. The following applies to the FINALISTS of the Digital Future Challenge #6:
Participants remain able to use their rights at any time within the framework of the
conditions set out in the terms and conditions of participation. In the event that a
SUBMISSION of an IDEA or SOLUTION is CONTENT WORTHY OF PROTECTION that is
transferable, the participant agrees to the free, non-exclusive, irrevocable, temporally and
geographically unlimited transfer of the rights to this content worthy of protection to the
ORGANIZERS. However, the ORGANIZERS grant the participants a full non-exclusive right
of use of the transmitted CONTENTS WORTHY OF PROTECTION. With regard to non-
transferable CONTENT WORTHY OF PROTECTION, participants grant the ORGANIZERS
an irrevocable, free of charge, non-exclusive and transferable right of use (in particular
reproduction, distribution, storage and reproduction) that is unlimited in time and
geography. The ORGANIZERS do not receive any commercial right of use to the submitted
IDEAS and SOLUTIONS, but they are entitled to communicate the IDEAS and SOLUTIONS
to the public.

The FINALISTS also assure that they will not conduct any further negotiations with third
parties on the commercial use of the submitted ideas and solutions within three (3) months
after the CHALLENGE (granting an exclusive pre-negotiation right to the USE CASE
PROVIDERS).

11.4. Since this is a team challenge, the submitted IDEA and SOLUTION is to be regarded
as a joint work. The IDEAS and SOLUTIONS of the teams can therefore only be considered
for the further course of the challenge if all team members have agreed to submit them at
the end of the qualification phase as well as the elaboration phase. This is done through
active consent as part of the submission of the IDEAS in relation to the most recently
submitted IDEA and SOLUTION.

12. Indemnification

12.1. Participants undertake to indemnify the Stifterverband fur die Deutsche
Wissenschaft e.V. against all claims by third parties on first request that they assert against
the Stifterverband because the participant has culpably violated one of the obligations
contained in these Terms and Conditions of Participation.
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12.2. Participants undertake to bear the reasonable costs of legal defence by the
Stifterverband fur die Deutsche Wissenschaft e.V. against the claims of third parties
described in Section 12.1.

13. Marketing

13.1. All participants assure the ORGANIZERS of the right that if they belong to a team
that qualifies for the interim presentation, their data provided on the platform can be used
for public relations purposes.

14. General information

14.1. Participation in the Digital Future Challenge#6 implies acceptance and full
compliance with these Terms and Conditions. The ORGANIZERS reserve the right to
exclude participants and teams who do not comply with these conditions from the Digital
Future Challenge#6 with immediate effect and without compensation.

14.2. The ORGANIZERS reserve the right to modify the conditions of participation at any
time and without the consent of the participants. Participants will be informed in an
appropriate manner about any modifications.

14.3. The ORGANIZERS reserve the right to shorten, stop or cancel this Digital Future
Challenge#6 at any time and without prior notice. Participants are not entitled to the
continuation or resumption of the Digital Future Challenge#6.

14.4. Legal recourse, in particular against the decisions of the jury, is excluded.

15. Confidential Information

15.1. Participants undertake not to disclose to third parties any recognisably confidential
operational and business information of the ORGANIZERS, Deloitte GmbH
Wirtschaftsprufungsgesellschaft, Deloitte Digital GmbH, Deloitte Consulting GmbH and
their affiliates, as well as third parties who become known to them in the context of the
Digital Future Challenge#6, even beyond the duration of the Digital Future Challenge#6.

15.2. The obligation under Clause 16.1 shall not apply to the extent that the information
15.2.1. are already known to the participants at the time of notification;

15.2.2. are already in the public domain, i.e. published or generally available, at the time
of notification, or become public knowledge thereafter without breach of this Agreement by
the participants;

15.2.3. developed independently by the receiving participant and without the use of the
information of the ORGANIZERS; or

15.2.4. must be made available to third parties on the basis of a statutory, official or court
order. In this case, the participants must inform the ORGANIZERS immediately.

Digital Future Challenge#6 | Terms & Conditions Page



16. Final Provision

16.1. The German text of the contract applies. The English-language purpose of the
contract only serves to simplify reading, but is not intended to have any legal significance.
In the event of contradictions between the German and English texts, the German text
takes precedence.

16.2. These Terms and Conditions of Participation are subject exclusively to German law.
The application of the UN Convention on Contracts for the International Sale of Goods is
excluded.

16.3. Should provisions of these Terms and Conditions of Participation be or become
invalid or unenforceable in whole or in part, or should these Terms and Conditions of
Participation contain one or more gaps, the validity of the remaining provisions shall remain
unaffected. In place of invalid, unenforceable or missing provisions, such a provision shall
be deemed to have been agreed upon by the parties in accordance with the economic
purpose pursued by them with this contract if they had considered the relevant point.

16.4. For any queries or feedback, the ORGANIZERS can be contacted at the following
email address: kontakt@digital-future-challenge.de.
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