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WORLD ARCHITECTURE AWARD 2026 (WATA) — OFFICIAL RULES

ARTICLE 1 - ORGANISER

HYDRO BUILDING SYSTEMS FRANCE — operating under the brands TECHNAL, DOMAL, and SAPA — a limited liability
company (Sarl) with share capital of €64,417,800,

Head office: 270 rue Léon Joulin, BP 63709, 31037 Toulouse Cedex 1, France

Registered with the Toulouse Trade and Companies Register under number 451 221 295

Hereinafter referred to as “the Organiser,” is organising the WORLD ARCHITECTURE AWARD 2027 (WATA).

HYDRO BUILDING SYSTEMS FRANCE acts as the headquarters of the Brand House TECHNAL, DOMAL, and SAPA,
centralising marketing and communication activities for Building Systems units distributing these brands worldwide.

ARTICLE 2 — PURPOSE OF THE COMPETITION
The competition is open to Building Systems units distributing TECHNAL, DOMAL, and SAPA products.
Its purpose is to recognize outstanding recent architectural projects worldwide, based on:

e Architectural quality

e  Effective integration of TECHNAL, DOMAL, and SAPA products

The list of eligible units is provided in the Appendix.

ARTICLE 3 - ELIGIBILITY
The competition is open exclusively to:

e  Projects that were award-winning or shortlisted in the previous Palmares Architecture TECHNAL France and
Iberia editions

e  Projects using TECHNAL, DOMAL, or SAPA products submitted from all countries except France, Spain and
Portugal

Eligible projects must:
e  Be fully completed and delivered

e Have been accepted by the project owner between 2023 and 2026

ARTICLE 4 — CATEGORIES AND AWARDS
A total of nine (9) awards will be granted, one per category, with additional special mentions where applicable:
e ENJOYING & STUDYING: Leisure, tourism, hotels, entertainment, schools, universities
e LIVING — INDIVIDUAL: Single-family housing
e  LIVING — COLLECTIVE: Multi-family housing
e RESTORING — RESIDENTIAL: Residential renovation
e RESTORING — NON-RESIDENTIAL: Commercial renovation

e  SUSTAINABILITY & CIRCULARITY: Environmentally responsible projects (based on defined criteria and
certifications)

e  WORKING: Offices, commercial, industrial, healthcare buildings

e BIG BUILDINGS: Projects with more than 8,000 sq ft of curtainwall



Prizes
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IMAGINE WATA: Projects best showcasing aluminium solutions (awarded by the Organiser)

Winners will receive an invitation to the award ceremony, expected to take place in Munich during BAU.
This includes:

Round-trip travel

Accommodation

Special Mentions — Individual Housing

Three additional distinctions will be awarded:

Northern Europe (UK, Benelux)
Southern Europe (France, Italy, Spain, Portugal)

Outside Europe

Additional Rules

Each project may be submitted in one category only
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Projects (except individual housing) may also compete in Sustainability & Circularity, provided they hold a

recognized certification (e.g. LEED, BREEAM, Passivhaus)

A project cannot win multiple awards; if already awarded, it will be removed from other categories

ARTICLE 5 - IMAGINE WATA AWARD

A shortlist selected by the jury will form the basis for the IMAGINE WATA award.

This award:

Is decided exclusively by the WATA Team

May be maintained or withdrawn at the Organiser’s discretion

ARTICLE 6 — SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS

Projects may be submitted:

By the architect alone (with optional mention of the client), or

By a team consisting of the architect and the aluminium fabricator

Applications must be:

Fully completed
Signed by both the architect and the TECHNAL, DOMAL, or SAPA partner (if applicable)

Required Documents

Site plan and sections

5 to 10 high-resolution digital photographs (JPEG, 300 dpi)

A short project tagline

A 10-line project description in English (anonymous: no names or locations)

Ground floor plan
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e  Cross-section

e (lear identification of TECHNAL, DOMAL, or SAPA systems used

ARTICLE 7 — SUBMISSION DEADLINE

Applications must be submitted via: https://registration.imaginewata.com

Deadline: August 17, 2026

Access credentials will be provided separately.

ARTICLE 8 — PRE-SELECTION
A pre-selection jury will review all submissions.
Applications must:
e Be complete and compliant with Article 6
e Demonstrate architectural quality and effective use of TECHNAL, DOMAL, or SAPA systems

e Incomplete submissions will be rejected.

ARTICLE 9 — FINAL JURY
The final jury will consist of architects and industry experts.

Jury members are not permitted to participate in the competition.

ARTICLE 10 — WINNERS
Winners will be notified individually.

No participant may receive more than one award.

ARTICLE 11 — INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
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By entering the competition, participants agree to transfer the rights necessary for the use of submitted materials,

whether they win or not.
Participants authorize the brands of the Hydro Group to:
e Retain submitted materials indefinitely
e  Use them for communication, marketing, and promotional purposes
e Reproduce, publish, and distribute images across all media
e Store materials in internal databases (e.g. media galleries)
e Edit images where necessary
Participants must:
e Ensure they hold the rights to all submitted materials
e Inform and obtain consent from photographers and rights holders where applicable

Authors will always be credited when materials are used.


https://registration.imaginewata.com/
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ARTICLE 12 - LIABILITY
The Organizer is not responsible for:

e Lost or undelivered submissions
The Organizer reserves the right to:

e Modify, extend, or cancel the competition if necessary

ARTICLE 13 — ACCEPTANCE OF RULES

Participation implies full acceptance of these rules and the jury’s decisions, which are final and binding.

ARTICLE 14 — PERSONAL DATA
Personal data is processed by HYDRO BUILDING SYSTEMS FRANCE in compliance with:
e French Data Protection Act (No. 78-17)
e EU General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)
Participants have rights of:
e Access
e Rectification
e  Restriction
e Objection
Requests may be sent to: rgpd.hbsfrance@hydro.com
Data is:
e Used solely for the competition
e  Stored for its duration
e Not transferred outside the EU

Complaints may be submitted to the CNIL: https://www.cnil.fr/fr/plaintes

ARTICLE 15 — APPLICABLE LAW
The competition is governed by French law.
In case of discrepancy between versions, the French version shall prevail.

These rules have been deposited with a bailiff in Toulouse.

ARTICLE 16 — CONTACT
For further information: wata@hydro.com

Or contact:

HYDRO BUILDING SYSTEMS FRANCE
270 rue Léon Joulin

BP 63709

31037 Toulouse Cedex 1 — France
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