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Security Clearance Introduction

Public Services and Procurement Canada’s (PSPC) Contract Security Program (CSP)

Before an organization can bid on sensitive federal government contracts with security
requirements, they must be registered with the Public Services and Procurement Canada’s
(PSPC) Contract Security Program (CSP). This also allows Contract Authorities the ability to
ensure security requirements for personnel, physical and information technology security are
met in the contracting process.

What is the Contract Security Program?

» Enables organization to participate in government
sensitive contracts.

» Provides security screening services for organizations
and their employees.

» Ensures organizations comply with contracting
security requirements, and provides contract security
clauses.

To learn more information about the Security Requirements for the Contract Security Program,
please visit their website here.


https://www.tpsgc-pwgsc.gc.ca/esc-src/index-eng.html

Organization Clearances

Clearance Levels

DESIGNATED ORGANIZATION SCREENING FACILITY SECURITY CLEARANCE
(DOS) (FSC)

- Allows organization to access - Allows organization to access
PROTECTED information or assets based CLASSIFIED information or assets based
onh contract requirements. on contract requirements.

« Allows organization to obtain personnel » Allows organization to obtain personnel
security clearance for employees at security clearance for employees at
RELIABILITY level. SECRET/TOP SECRET level.

ORGANIZATION
SCREENING

PROCESSING TIMES VALIDITY PERIOD

DESIGNATED
ORGANIZATION DOS

4 to 6 months

SCREENING (DOS)
FACILITY SECURITY Secret 9 to 12 months 2 years
CLEARANCE
(FSC) Top Secret 12+ months 1 year

MNote: These processing times are approximate and vary depending on the organization
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Personnel Clearances

Levels of Personnel Security Screening

« Organization personnel involved in government sensitive contracts must hold a valid
security clearance at the level appropriate to the specified security requirements.

« After the organization clearance has been granted, personnel can be cleared up to the level
of the organization clearance. The organization's Company Security Officer (CSO) and/or
Alternate Company Security Officer (ACSO) would facilitate this clearance process through
the Contract Security Program (CSP).

« Levels of personnel security screening:

- Reliability
« Secret
. Secr
fop searet F;Eii(;::ﬁ;— PROCESSING TIMES VALIDITY PERIOD
Reliability Status 7 business days 10 years
Secret 4 months 10 years
Top Secret 12+ months b years

Mote: These processing times are approximate and vary depending on the individual's background



|
Security Clearance

Clearance Summary

Sensitive

government

information Protected A Protected B Protected C Confidential Secret Top Secret

and assets Injury to an Serious injury to  Extremely grave Injury to the Serious injury tothe  Exceptionally grave
individual, an individual,  injurytoanindividual.  national interest  national interest injury to the national
organization or  organization or  organization or intarast
government government government

Personnel

North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO): Additional organization Document safeguarding capability (DSC): the authorization for
Canadian classified security screenings may be granted to  organizations to store, handle and protect Protected or Classified information or
levels correspond to those of organizations with a DOS or  assets at their work site(s). Production: the authorization for organizations to
NATO but require a special FSC. manufacture sensitive assets. Physical Security for IT Security or COMSEC/
briefing and agreement to INFOSEC: may be required for specific contracts.

NATO terms.




Clearance Requirements

The CFB Cold Lake Future Fighter Capability Project (FFCP) will require BOTH levels
of security clearance during construction.

ORGANIZATION PERSONNEL

SCREENING SCREENING
Designated Organization Screening (DOS) Reliability
Facility Security Clearance (FSC) Secret (I1)

For more information on the security requirements and/or organization sponsorship,
please contact EllisDon at: securitysponsorship@ellisdon.com



mailto:securitysponsorship@ellisdon.com
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