
Can you briefly introduce yourself? 
Hello, my name is Gan-Ochir and I'm from
Mongolia. I'm currently studying
Foundation Studies at UoAIC in Auckland.
After I graduate, I hope to study
engineering at the University of Auckland.

Why did you choose to study at UoAIC?
First, I knew I wanted to study in New
Zealand. While I was looking through
universities, the University of Auckland
caught my eye. I consulted with my
agency, and they recommended UoAIC as
the best pathway for my study.

What is studying at UoAIC like?
The study method here is very different.
It's mostly focused on students, with lots
of group projects and peer collaboration.
For example, last Friday we had a group
presentation on a topic we had to research
ourselves. Rather than the teacher telling
us what it's about, we had to learn it on our
own. I'm really enjoying it. It's a very fun
way to study.

How is it different in Mongolia?
The biggest difference is that learning
here is centred on students rather than
teachers. In Mongolia, teachers usually
tell you exactly what to do, step by step.
Here, they give you the instructions and
you follow through by yourself, so you
need to be more independent in your
learning.

How is a typical study day? 
Classes run on a day-to-day basis,
usually from 9am until 4 or 5pm. The
workload depends on the subject, but
overall I would say it's pretty balanced.

What has been one of the best parts
of studying abroad?
Making so many friends from other
countries. I have friends from China,
Korea and Japan, and it has been really
fun learning about their cultures. Some
of them are already studying at the
University of Auckland, and some are
here studying with me.

How did you adjust to life in NZ?
Everything was very different from
Mongolia, so I needed some time to adjust
at first. The UoAIC staff really helped me
settle into the new environment.

What are your goals for the future?
After Foundation Studies, I would like to
study construction engineering at the
University of Auckland. I have enjoyed it
since I was a child, because my dad has a
construction company and I really
admired him growing up. After graduating,
I'm planning to stay and live in Auckland.
It's a peaceful and very beautiful city.

What advice would you give to students
considering studying abroad?
I would say the biggest thing is learning the
language, because English is very
important here. UoAIC is also very helpful
before you go to an actual university, as it
gives you time to adjust to the study
methods here. If you want to study in New
Zealand, I would say go for it. It's a very
nice and enjoyable place to be.
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