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The Postgraduate Diploma in Teaching (Secondary) is a rigorous, practice-oriented qualification designed to
develop both professional pedagogical expertise and subject-specific mastery for teaching in New Zealand
secondary schools.

Blending contemporary educational research with authentic classroom experience, this one-year program

equips graduates with the knowledge, skills, and reflective practice to flourish as effective secondary educators.
Through research-informed courses, student teachers engage with inclusive pedagogies, culturally responsive
practice, and professional inquiry—all connected to real-world teaching contexts. Sustained in-school experience,
integrated with online study, ensures theory and practice inform each other throughout the journey.

Highlights
» Gain practical, hands-on teaching Did you know?

experience in secondary schools.

Secondary school teachers are now
» Enjoy flexible study options that balance included on Immigration New Zealand's
Green List as roles eligible for straight to
work and study. - . S
residence with a qualifying job offer.
» Develop deep pedagogical knowledge and
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subject-specific teaching expertise.

(Secondary) students can support a
partner work visa.
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Postgraduate Diploma in

Teaching (Secondary)*

Backed by 40+ years of teacher
education experience

Our flexible modes of learning mean you can pursue

the Postgraduate Diploma in Teaching (Secondary) and
maintain a balance between your study, work, family and
other commitments.

Method of learning: Full-time

Mode of learning: School-based learning

Level: 8

Duration: 1year

Start dates: 25 January 2027
Credits: 120

Program fee: NzZ$38,000

(Program fee is valid for 2027 intakes only and
might change without notice.)

Scholarship: Up to $10,000 of program fee?
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Entry requirements

Academic:
» Hold a bachelor's degree or an approved
equivalent qualification.

Note: Detailed academic entry criteria is
determined by our admissions team.

English language competency:

» IELTS Academic 7.0 with no band lower than 7.0 or
equivalent approved by the Teaching Council of
Aotearoa New Zealand and NZQA. Different band scores
from multiple tests can be combined, conditions apply.
teachingcouncil.nz | nzqa.govt.nz.

Other:

» You will be subject to satisfactory police checks,
professional referee reports, and a visual interview.
You must also submit a Statement of Intent with your
application. All required documents are listed in the
conditional offer letter issued by the admissions team.

www.nztertiarycollege.ac.nz

Pay rate

Secondary school teachers with this
qualification start on $67K-$70K per

year, rising to $108K as they gain further
qualifications and teaching experience, with
additional pay available for leadership roles.
Source: Secondary Teachers’ Collective Agreement (STCA)

Benefits of studying at NZTC
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Study options in 4 major . .
s fin New Zeelens Dedicated academic and
placement support for

(Auckland, Hamilton, A .
Wellington, Christchurch) international students

School-based learning
modes to prepare students

Pathway to Teaching
Council registration

Course structure

for the classroom

The Postgraduate Diploma in Teaching g
(Secondary) combines weekly school

attendance (3 days/week) throughout your

coursework with 80 days of full-time professional
placement across two secondary schools: an eight-week
host school placement in Term 2, followed by an eight-
week alternate school placement in Term 3.

Throughout your time in schools, you gain authentic,
mentored teaching experience supported by NZTC’s
lecturers and curriculum specialists.



https://teachingcouncil.nz/getting-certificated/for-overseas-trained-teachers/language-competency-requirements/
https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/
https://www.ppta.org.nz/collective-agreements/secondary-teachers-collective-agreement-stca/part-4-remuneration

