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Beiyan's journey in Early Childhood Education began in China, where she qualified as an early childhood
teacher and gained experience supporting a child with additional learning needs.A trip to New Zealand became
a turning point in her life. Seeing children learn freely through play and nature inspired her to explore a more
child-centred approach to education. Motivated by this philosophy, she chose to pursue a Bachelor of

Teaching (Early Childhood Education) at NZTC.

Now, Beiyan is working towards becoming a registered early childhood teacher in New Zealand, dedicated to
creating nurturing environments where children can learn, grow, and thrive.

Why NZTC

Q1.What inspired you to choose NZTC and pursue Early
Childhood Education in New Zealand?

Before coming to New Zealand, | had already studied Early
Childhood Education in China and worked in the field for
several years. However, | often felt that the education
system | experienced did not fully align with my beliefs
about childhood. In many kindergartens, there is a strong
focus on academic preparation and school readiness, which
can place significant pressure on both children and parents.
| often found myself asking, “Where is childhood? Does
joyful education really exist?”

A turning point came during a trip to New Zealand in 2020.
While travelling around the South Island, | stopped near a
kindergarten and watched children laughing, playing freely,
and exploring the outdoors with confidence. Some were
even barefoot, enjoying nature in a way that felt completely
natural. The happiness and freedom | witnessed left a
lasting impression on me.

When | discovered NZTC's strong emphasis on practical
experience and real-world teaching placements, | felt it was
the perfect place to develop both my professional skills and
educational philosophy. That experience ultimately led me to
choose NZTC and begin my journey in New Zealand.

Q2. Did you consider other institutions or similar
programmes in New Zealand? What made NZTC stand out
compared to them?

When we started researching programmes in New Zealand,
a family friend recommended NZTC to me. She told me
NZTC was a long-established local institution with a strong
reputation in Early Childhood Education. | also looked at
other programmes, but what made NZTC stand out was its
strong focus on practical learning and placements.

In China, many people focus heavily on university rankings
and reputation, but | gradually realised that in New Zealand,
especially in ECE, practical experience and real teaching
ability are equally important. | wanted a programme that
could genuinely help me grow professionally and prepare
me for real work in the sector.

NZTC's programme really matched what | was looking for
because students begin placement hours early and
complete a large amount of practicum experience
throughout the three years. | really valued the combination
of theory and practice, because | believe people learn most
deeply through real experiences with children, whanau, and
teaching teams.

Why Christchurch

Q3. Do you think Christchurch offers any advantages for
international students, especially for studying and finding
jobs?

Yes, | do think Christchurch has many advantages for
international students, especially for people studying Early
Childhood Education. When | first planned to study here,
many people told me that the South Island had fewer people
and potentially more job opportunities compared with larger
cities. Christchurch also has good transport, a comfortable
lifestyle, and an NZTC campus, which made it a practical
choice for me.

However, after actually studying here, | realised that there
are also many international students in Christchurch,
especially in ECE. Almost every kindergarten has several
international students completing placements or graduate
diploma programmes, and the competition has definitely
become stronger over the years. There are also more local
students entering the sector now.

Even so, | still believe Christchurch is a very good place to
study and develop professionally.
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Study Experience at NZTC

Q4. Can you describe the structure of your studied
programme?

| studied the three-year Bachelor of Teaching (Early
Childhood Education) programme at NZTC. In the earlier
stages of the programme, we focused on foundational
knowledge such as child development, communication,
observation, curriculum understanding, and building
relationships with children and whanau. As the programme
progressed, the learning became more in-depth

and reflective, including topics such as teaching philosophy,
leadership, research, critical thinking, and different
educational theories within the New Zealand context. One
thing | really valued was that the programme strongly
combined theory with practice.

Throughout the three years, we completed regular
practicum placements in early childhood centres, which
allowed us to apply what we learned in real teaching
environments. We were encouraged to reflect on our
teaching, connect theory to practice, and gradually develop
our own teaching philosophy and professional identity.

| also appreciated that the programme introduced students
to the New Zealand early childhood curriculum, Te Whariki,
bicultural practice, and culturally responsive teaching. For
me, this was a very meaningful learning experience because
it helped expand my understanding of education beyond
what | had previously experienced in China.

NZTC Student Support

Q5. What challenges did you encounter? How did you
solve them, and did NZTC provide any support?

The biggest challenge for me at the beginning was
language. When | first started studying at NZTC, even
simple daily conversations with lecturers sometimes felt
difficult. | often knew what | wanted to say in my mind, but |
could not express myself fluently in English.

However, the lecturers were always very patient and
understanding, which helped me slowly build confidence.
The challenge became even more obvious during
placements in kindergartens.But the teaching teams were
very supportive and kind. Many colleagues were willing to
repeat things slowly for me or explain again patiently, which
made me feel encouraged rather than embarrassed.

NZTC provided a lot of support during this time. | especially
want to mention Joy, one of the lecturers who supported me
greatly throughout my studies. She was not only supportive
academically, but also genuinely cared about students’
wellbeing and life outside of study.

Career Path & Employment

Q6. How did NZTC prepare you for your teaching career?

One of the greatest strengths of NZTC'’s programme is its
strong focus on practicum and real-world teaching
experience. Through both home centre and out-of-home
placements, | was able to build meaningful relationships with
tamariki, whanau, and teaching teams while gaining practical
experience in different learning environments. These
placements not only helped me develop confidence,
communication skills, and professional knowledge, but also
created valuable employment opportunities.

Through ongoing guidance from lecturers and reflective
learning, | gradually transitioned from a student teacher to a
confident beginning teacher. | believe local kindergartens
value NZTC graduates because we enter the workforce with
substantial hands-on experience, adaptability, and a strong
understanding of daily teaching practice.

Message to future students

Q7. What advice would you give to future international
students considering NZTC?

My biggest advice is to make sure you are genuinely
passionate about working with children and supporting their
wellbeing.Practical experience is essential, as New Zealand
employers value real-world experience, communication skills,
teamwork, and relationship-building as much as qualifications.

Stay open-minded and embrace challenges—language and
cultural differences may feel difficult at first, but they can
become valuable opportunities for personal and professional
growth.

“NZTC helped me understand that children
are not empty containers waiting to be filled
with knowledge. Instead, they are active
learners with their own identities, ideas,
emotions, and ways of exploring the world.
This understanding has strongly shaped my
teaching philosophy today.”
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