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Q1. Can you introduce yourself?

My name is Yuxian Chen, and | am an international student
from China currently studying Early Childhood Education at
New Zealand Tertiary College (NZTC) in Auckland. | am
enrolled in the graduate-level programme, which allows me
to gain both theoretical knowledge and hands-on teaching
experience through centre placements.

Choosing NZTC has been a meaningful decision for me, as
the programme provides not only strong academic support
but also opportunities to engage with New Zealand’s
bicultural context and early childhood curriculum, Te
Whariki. Through my studies, | am developing the skills and
confidence to support young children’s learning and
wellbeing while also preparing myself for a professional
career in the ECE sector.

Q2. What's your background, and why did you choose to
study ECE in New Zealand?

| first came to New Zealand in 2019 to study at the
University of Auckland. While my degree was in Economics
and International Politics, my happiest memories here came
from living with a homestay family and helping to care for
their children. Reading stories, playing games, and watching
them grow made me realise how much | enjoy supporting
young learners.

That experience, along with my own childhood memories of
teachers who encouraged me, inspired me to pursue Early
Childhood Education. | chose New Zealand because of its
child-centred curriculum Te Whariki and its inclusive,
multicultural environment. | want to learn how to create
warm, supportive spaces where tamariki feel safe, valued,
and excited to explore.

Q3. Why did you choose NZTC for your Master’s in ECE?

I chose NZTC for my Master’s degree in Early Childhood
Education because it offers the perfect balance of theory
and practice. The programme not only teaches academic
knowledge but also provides many placement opportunities,
which allow me to gain real experience in early learning
centres.
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| also value how NZTC embraces Te Whariki and New
Zealand’s bicultural, inclusive approach. With supportive
staff and plenty of practical training, | feel confident that |
am developing the skills | need to become a capable and
caring early childhood teacher.

Q4. How has your experience at NZTC been so far, in
terms of support, lecturers, and resources?

My experience at NZTC has been very positive so far. The
staff are always supportive and approachable, which makes
me feel comfortable to ask questions and seek guidance.
The lecturers are knowledgeable and passionate about early
childhood education, and they share both theory and
practical insights that | can apply during my placement.

| also find the online resources and study materials very
helpful, especially as an international student. They are easy
to access and well organised, which makes it easier for me
to manage my learning alongside my centre placement.
Overall, | feel that NZTC provides a strong support system
that helps me grow with confidence in my studies.
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Q5. How would you describe the centre-based learning
style at NZTC? How has this hands-on approach supported
your understanding of ECE and prepared you for future
employment?

The centre-based learning style at NZTC is very practical
and engaging. It allows me to connect what | learn in
lectures with real experiences in early learning centres.
Instead of just studying theories, | get to apply them directly
with children, which makes my learning much more
meaningful.

This hands-on approach has deepened my understanding of
Te Whariki and child development. By observing and
interacting with tamariki in real situations, | have learned
how to respond to their needs, plan meaningful activities,
and reflect on my teaching practice. It also helps me build
confidence, communication skills, and professional
relationships, which | know will be very valuable when |
begin working as an early childhood teacher in the future.

Q6. In what ways is the Master of Teaching and Learning
(ECE) helping you work towards teacher registration in
New Zealand?

The Master of Teaching and Learning is helping me prepare
for teacher registration by giving me both strong knowledge
of Te Whariki and valuable centre placement experiences.
These placements allow me to meet the Teaching Council's
standards, gain feedback from associate teachers, and build
the professional confidence | need to become a qualified
early childhood teacher in New Zealand.

Q7. What are your plans for the future after you graduate?

After | graduate, my first goal is to become a fully registered
early childhood teacher in New Zealand. | hope to work in a
kindergarten or early learning centre where | can apply what
| have learned to support children’s learning and wellbeing.

In the long term, | would like to continue developing my
teaching practice, take part in professional development,
and contribute to creating inclusive and supportive
environments for tamariki and their whanau.

Q8. Would you recommend NZTC to other international
students? If so, why?

Yes, | would definitely recommend NZTC to other
international students. The college provides strong
academic support, approachable lecturers, and many
opportunities for practical placement, which really help you
connect theory with real teaching experiences.

NZTC also understands the challenges that international
students face and offers flexible study options and helpful
resources. Most importantly, it creates a welcoming and
inclusive environment where students from different
backgrounds can succeed and feel valued.
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“The centre-based learning
style at NZTC is very
practical and engaging.

It allows me to connect
what | learn in lectures

with real experiences in
early learning centres.
Instead of just studying
theories, | get to apply
them directly with children,
which makes my learning
much more meaningful.”
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