
Background & Decision

Q1.   Before coming to New Zealand, were you
studying at the time? What was your academic
journey up to that point?
Before coming to New Zealand, I wasn't studying -
although I'd always wanted to pursue a master's degree
ever since finishing my bachelor's degree in business back
in July 2014.

Q2. What led you to choose New Zealand, and what
made it feel like the right move for you and your
family?
Because I was pushing forward to give a better life for my
family and me. My company in Brazil is just me, which
means I need to work to make money and support my
family, without any holidays or even time to rest with them.
Additionally, another concern has been the security
situation in Brazil, particularly for my sons and wife.

I had an experience visiting my brother in Australia around
four years ago. It was my first experience travelling outside
my country, and it gave me hope. Hope, because I could
see that there was another type of life with a quality of life,
which means that I could work and also enjoy life with my
family.

POWERED BY UP EDUCATION

After this “click”, I studied to go to Australia and Portugal.
One thing was clear to my wife and me: we must leave
Brazil and go for another beginning. Then, during one
meeting with my agent, the name “New Zealand” came up.
During that meeting, New Zealand offered more stability,
more convenience, more suitability for my future goals and
my age. My sons could study with no additional cost, and it
was in our budget. Moreover, New Zealand offered the
most valuable thing for me: work-life balance and peace of
mind to live with my family and start a new life.

Q3.  Out of your options, what made you choose
Yoobee?
I needed to combine cost, experience and learning. Then,
my agent suggested scheduling a meeting with a regional
manager from Yoobee. During that meeting with him, he
was so nice, patient, and very informative, my choice
became easier to make. Beyond that, he already
experienced living and studying in NZ, which allowed him to
share his own experiences with me, which was valuable.

Before moving to New Zealand, Carlos ran his own micro-IT company in Brazil, SETHOS, which he founded in
December 2017. Partnering with Totvs — Latin America's largest IT software house — SETHOS specialised in ERP HR
system implementation, outsourcing, application integration, data migration, database management, dashboards and
reporting, and HR/payroll consultancy.
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Academic Life & Everyday Balance

Community & Advice

Q6.   What are your classes like, and is there a course
that's stood out to you so far?
My classes were mixed between practical and theoretical.
I can highlight the Database Management Systems
course, because I learned database management by doing
it on a practical approach, and when you learn the theory
behind it, it is much easier to understand and which really
strengthened my understanding and gave me a solid
foundation.

Q7. What does a typical day look like for you here in
Auckland?
Currently, I usually stay at home, working remotely for a
company in Brazil, which means I need to follow Brazilian
time zone hours. Alongside that, I study the course content,
and whenever I can, I look into other topics in the IT field.

Q8. How do you find the balance between study and
everyday life?
I can honestly say I'm living in paradise. I live in a very quiet
neighbourhood, and all I hear are birds. It helps me stay
focused and productive. My classes are on weekends, so I
have plenty of time during the week to study
independently and complete my assignments.

Q9. Have you connected with other students, and
what's the social side of studying here been like?
Yes. I connected with international students. We’ve talked
with each other on our WhatsApp group and on the
weekends. This first trimester was very busy for all my
classmates, and with a lot of things to do, especially
looking for a part-time job.

Q10. What's surprised you most about life in
Auckland?
My family and I have been in love with Auckland. A lot of
things surprised us, especially the nature, the rhythm, the
energy, and above all, the people, who have been very
nice, fond, patient and kind with us.

Q11. If a friend in Brazil was thinking about doing the
same programme, what would you tell them?
First, I’ll tell them to do a proper search about the NZ
lifestyle and job market, and come to NZ with enough time
before the start of the class (I think 3 or 4 weeks, at least).
Second, keep an open mind to meet very nice people from
different countries and learn a lot about different cultures.
Lastly, stay focused on class to enjoy all the valuable
content and experience that would be shared by the
lecturers and teaching assistants.

First Weeks at Yoobee

Q4.  What was your first week at Yoobee like, and was
there a moment that confirmed you'd made the right
choice?
It was a great surprise from the very beginning, with so
many people from different countries. During the campus
manager and senior lecturer's speech, they explained
everything so clearly, using simple language. I felt like I'd
made the right choice when the campus manager walked
us through the whole structure and services provided to
students by Yoobee and other entities.

Q5. What support did Yoobee provide to help you
settle in?
On the first day, I was assisted by a professional who could
check all my documents and make sure they were correct,
signed, and ready to be processed.

"New Zealand offered the most
valuable thing for me: work-life
balance and peace of mind to live
with my family and start a new life."


