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PURPOSE OF TODAY’S INFORMATION SESSION
• As schools return to learning, superintendents and administrators may have questions regarding health 

information around COVID-19.

• We have assembled this panel of Cincinnati Children’s experts who can provide up-to-date COVID-19 
information, including basic facts, infection control/prevention, epidemiology, transmission, vaccines, and 
more.

• Not here to endorse or reject any particular school policy.
– We can discuss risk level but cannot make recommendations, that will depend on risk tolerance
– Evidence will evolve, implementation will be challenging
– Learning and improvement will be critical

• Future sessions are scheduled the first Wednesday of each month from 1-2pm.  Next session is October 6th



COMMUNITY UPDATES



DAILY NEW CASES PER 100,000 (7-day rolling average)
Data as of 8/30/21 – Fourteen county region 



CASES PER 100,000 BY COUNTY 
Data as of 8/30/21



POSITIVITY RATE BY COUNTY 
Data as of 8/30/21



VACCINE UPDATES 



COVID19 VACCINE

• Pfizer full approval
• Can’t use off label for those under 12
• Studies in 5 to 12 year old children still underway.  

Aiming for a late fall/early winter approval. 
• CDC and FDA recommendations for 

immunocompromised and third dose



VACCINATION RATES
Data as of 8/30/21



MASKING UPDATES 
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UNIVERSAL MASKING

https://www.hamiltoncountyhealth.org/covid19/

https://www.hamiltoncountyhealth.org/covid19/


LAYERING PROTECTION

https://www.hamiltoncountyhealth.org/covid19/

https://www.hamiltoncountyhealth.org/covid19/


GUEST SPEAKERS



GUEST SPEAKERS 

Jonathan Cooper
Superintendent

Mason City Schools

Matt Miller
Superintendent

Lakota School District 



LESSONS LEARNED AT MASON CITY SCHOOLS 
• Relentless Commitment to 

What’s Best for Kids
– Data Monitoring & Transparency
– Strong Partnerships & Collaboration
– Team

Keep Kids Safe & In School!

http://masonohioschools.com/covid-19


AUTHENTIC & TRANSPARENT COMMUNICATION 
CADENCE

– Tone setting from the top - model the way
– Weekly Q&A style family communication
– Weekly video from the Superintendent
– Daily data transparency 
– Social media moments
– Open staff Q&A
– Weekly video to staff 
– Advocacy

Stronger Together!



LAKOTA SCHOOLS: KEY LESSONS LEARNED

KEEPING
STUDENTS
IN SCHOOL



LAKOTA SCHOOLS: COMMUNICATION

 COVID Website
 Updating Our Stakeholders

• Emails
• Videos
• Social Media
• ThoughtExchange
• Facebook Live
• Community Engagement Meetings
• Staff Zoom Sessions

 Current Decision-Making Process



MASKING MYTH BUSTERS



Myth 1: Masking causes a lack of 
oxygen and a surplus of carbon dioxide 

• Many studies cited have been retracted
• Studies published finding the opposite
• Air can pass in both directions through a mask
• CO2 is a 3 atom molecule
• Trapping happens with impermeable barriers (eg plastic)
• Discomfort is common

– Temperature
– Rubbing

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2782288
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2776928
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/apa.15784
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/health-issues/conditions/COVID-19/Pages/Mask-Mythbusters.aspx

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2782288
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2776928
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/apa.15784
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/health-issues/conditions/COVID-19/Pages/Mask-Mythbusters.aspx


Myth 2: Masks do not reduce virus 
transmission due to saturation

https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/5/4/e006577.long
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/fullarticle/2774266

Clinical 
Respiratory 

Illness

Viral 
Infection

Influenza-
Like Illness

• Cloth masks not effective in healthcare
– Thought to be due to saturation

• Paper masks are widely available and 
likely as effective as cloth

https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/5/4/e006577.long
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/fullarticle/2774266


Myth 3: Masks cause people with a virus to 
breathe in the virus, concentrate it in their 
nasal passages, and thus stay sick longer

• This is not how infections work
– Tend to be clonal – one virus sets off a cascade
– Other viruses blocked by immune response

• If this were true, viral infections might never go away
– Breathing, sniffling, covering a cough or sneeze

• Kids tend to recover from infection more quickly than adults
– Do no blow their nose as frequently or effectively



Myth 4: Masks cause psychological damage
to the wearer

• Not answered well in the literature
– Evidence on both sides of argument

• Must be compared with missing school due to COVID
– Causes psychological damage to some students

• Clear masks an option



WHY ARE PEOPLE SO ANGRY?
• Not entirely about masks

– Autonomy – The ability to have free choice over one’s actions
– Perceived Threat – Psychological reactions (e.g., resistance, 

opposition) because of the perception that one’s freedoms have 
been taken away.  

• Pivot the conversation
– Let’s make this about our children being in person and safe at 

school

https://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/17/18/6655

https://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/17/18/6655


KEEPING KIDS SAFE -- MASKS
• In-person school attendance is optimal
• Last year achieved with bundle

– Masking, distancing, hand hygiene
– In-school transmission lower when bundle followed

• Without precautions kids are at risk
– Illness, missing school

• The evidence suggests masks are effective
– If not masks, what other intervention(s) can we implement?

https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/pediatrics/early/2021/07/27/peds.2021-052686.full.pdf

https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/pediatrics/early/2021/07/27/peds.2021-052686.full.pdf


COVID-19 AND PLANNING FOR 
2021-2022 SCHOOL YEAR



COVID TESTING

Acceptable:
• “Molecular Technology”

Examples:
• PCR
• ID NOW
• CCHMC lab

Not as accurate:
• “Antigen”

– Trust positives
– Can have false

negatives

Examples:
• Binax Now
• Most home kits



COVID Illness

Unintended consequences of COVID 
mitigation strategies:
• Mental health problems
• Declining academic achievement



COVID RESOURCES 
Youth Engage!! COVID-19 and Back to School

September 22, 2021 – 8-9pm – Virtual Webinar
Information on this virtual webinar for youth and parents will be sent via email next week

Cincinnati Children’s COVID Site
https://www.cincinnatichildrens.org/patients/coronavirus-information

Frequently Asked Questions About COVID Vaccines
https://www.cincinnatichildrens.org/patients/coronavirus-information/vaccines

Mental Health and Other Resources
https://www.cincinnatichildrens.org/patients/coronavirus-information/vaccines/location

Scheduling Vaccinations
https://www.cincinnatichildrens.org/patients/coronavirus-information/vaccines/schedule

Hamilton County Public Health
https://www.hamiltoncountyhealth.org/covid19/

https://www.cincinnatichildrens.org/patients/coronavirus-information
https://www.cincinnatichildrens.org/patients/coronavirus-information/vaccines
https://www.cincinnatichildrens.org/patients/coronavirus-information/vaccines/location
https://www.cincinnatichildrens.org/patients/coronavirus-information/vaccines/schedule
https://www.hamiltoncountyhealth.org/covid19/


Questions?
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