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A BREATH OF FRESH AIR 
FOR SMALL BUSINESSES

THE POLO 

EFFECT MINT 



In the year ahead, 50% more office employees 
will work from home compared with before  
the pandemic, according to our research. 

The mornings spent lodged under someone’s 
elbow on a train and scrambling for a latte 
before 9am are over. The office might still exist, 
but it may not be the first destination of choice.

AND THE BEGINNING OF A  
NEW TYPE OF BUSINESS HUB?

THE END OF THE

CITY CENTRE

ARE WE WITNESSING



We’re also entering a new era of broadband. 

Local businesses are seeing a renaissance.  
The working week no longer revolves around  
the city centre. Instead, new neighbourhood  
hubs are springing up across the UK. For the  
corner shops, convenience stores and cafes  
to sustain this new footfall, they need powerful 
connectivity to cement lasting change.

OF THE WORKING DAY, THE CITY  
SCRAMBLE AND THE MAD RUSH TO CITIES

A NEW ERA
The new frontier in connectivity has the potential  
to do just this. It can enliven once-forgotten  
communities and redistribute the working day  
to previously peripheral urban areas.

Local is the new global. A new wave of broadband 
solutions is here to supercharge revived  
neighbourhoods with powerful connectivity.

WE’RE ENTERING

OF THE COMMUTE



Just under half of premises are signed  
up to superfast broadband in the UK.

This is despite availability being nearly twice 
that number, according to a Connected 
Nations study, due in large part to a lack 
of awareness and education around 
connectivity.If smaller towns are going to 
realise the ‘polo mint’ effect – where city 
centres are hollowing out whilst outskirts 
buzz with activity – slow and poor broadband 
needs to be banished from memory. 

The growing availability of Fibre to  
the Premises (FTTP) can help meet the 
demand created by a resurgence in local 
businesses. With fibre optic lines straight  
to a customer’s doorstep, it can provide 
not only a reliable connection, but also 
opportunities for growth with speeds up  
to 900 Mb/s. It’s a long-term solution 
replacing soon-to-be-redundant copper 
lines, and reduces buffering and bandwidth 
limits in traditionally signal-poor areas. 

OUTSIDE OF THE CITY

A NEW

B   UZ Z



“Any remote working set-up is only as good 
as the technology that enables it.” This is the 
view of Roger Barker, director of policy at the 
UK’s Institute of Directors (IoD). Its research 
has found that more than half of company 
directors said their organisation intends to 
reduce their long-term use of workplaces, 
with three-quarters intending to keep 
increased home working after Covid-19.  
This, however, is contingent on the next 
phase in connectivity. 

Any remote working  
set-up is only as good  
as the technology  
that enables it.”
Roger Barker, Director of policy (IoD)

“

Solutions such as SDN (software defined 
networking) are crucial when looking to cope 
with extra demand home working can have 
on the network, especially when setting up 
a local business or working remotely from 
multiple sites. Improved performance and 
better management of their network gives 
businesses back control – and can prioritise 
traffic and bandwidth that meets their needs, 
no matter how many new productivity tools 
they have. 

The new dawn in availability of this kind  
of connectivity will allow for a distribution 
of opportunity, wealth and skills across the 
country, the likes of which is predicted to 
become a template for emerging markets  
in 2025. 

As overheads reduce and businesses move 
away from urban centres, firms are wrestling 
with how best to redistribute the money 
saved to provide remote workers with the 
best devices. This budget reprioritisation 
could see not just an increased investment 
in video and collaboration platforms, but a 
whole new approach to work and talent in 
new geographies. They just need the right 
connection to see it realised.

CONNECTIVITYCONNECTIVITY
FOR CHANGE 

TECHNOLOGY 
TO MATCH 

WITH THE 



Soon, not just towns and suburbia,  
but rural areas will reap the benefits of 
superfast broadband. Vodafone is partnering 
with Britain’s other top networks to launch 
the Shared Rural Network (SRN). 

This first-of-its-kind project will transform 
mobile coverage across the country and set 
the standard on the world stage. It brings 
with it the promise of better indoor coverage 
in around 1.2 million homes and businesses, 
hoping to banish poor connectivity in the 
British countryside and offer new ways of 
working to even the most remote locations. 

We’re on the edge of a new frontier for 
connectivity that enables collaboration, 
competitive working and profit to previously 
underserved areas. This doesn’t just mean 
leaving the sardine commute behind.  
It offers local towns the chance to attract  
once die-hard city dwellers. 

The city bubble might soon burst.

THE ‘POLO MINT’ EFFECT 
IS JUST THE BEGINNING

RENAISSANCE

THE

UR RAL



Find out how working with Vodafone 
can open up new possibilities for  
your connectivity

How do you solve the ‘last mile’ 
problem in sustainable long-term 
home working? We delve into  
the solutions 

A hacker strikes on average every  
39 seconds. Is your business secure  
enough if you were next? 
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