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Today’s Menu Suggestion - “Service”
UNIVERSITY of NORTH CAROLINA SCHOOL of GOVERNMENT MISSING HISTORY MURALS

In the 1950s, Francis Vandeveer Kughler was commissioned by the Institute of Government at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill to create a series of murals for the 
assembly hall of the Joseph Palmer Knapp Building. The fourteen murals, measuring 11' x 8',  illustrated in great detail the many historic events and individuals significant to the 

history of North Carolina. In the 1990s, after a lengthy renovation of the School of Government building, an understanding that the murals lacked the necessary diversity to tell the 
complete story of North Carolina history led to the Missing History project. Four new murals were commissioned to commemorate the contributions of African Americans  and 

Native Americans. “Service” is the first of the proposed four and is centered on African-American educators, activists, and politicians. 

Panel 1 - Princeville, NC 
Freedom Hill was a community of freed slaves following the Civil War. In 1885

it was renamed after ex-slave Turner Prince and incorporated as Princeville, NC.
It is the oldest incorporated municipality of freed slaves in America. The Town Hall,
originally a Rosenwald school, is now the community's African-American museum. 

DAVID WALKER............................................. 1785 – 1830
Author of a 76-page incendiary anti-slavery pamphlet, “Walker’s Appeal,”
urging slaves to rise up and free themselves. Widely believed poisoned
as a result of large rewards offered by southern slave owners.

GEORGE HENRY WHITE ................................ 1852 – 1918
A lawyer, real estate developer, and Republican U.S. Congressman
between 1897 and 1901. The last African-American Congressman
of the Reconstruction era. 

HARVEY E. BEECH ................................. 1923  2005 
Legal and philanthropic legend and a staunch civil rights defender,
he was the first black to graduate from UNC Law School.

ABRAHAM H. GALLOWAY (seated) ....... 1837  1870
Fugitive slave, abolitionist, organizer, and North Carolina’s principal
spokesman for black rights. Chief recruiter and intelligence provider
for Union officers. Twice elected state senator.

ANNIE WEALTHY HOLLAND (seated)... 1871  1934
Educator and promoter of public education for blacks. Annie
founded the NC Congress of Colored Parents and Teachers, the
first such organization for African Americans in the state.

–

–

–

Panel 2 - Pea Island Lifesavers
The Pea Island Life-Saving Station on the Outer Banks of North Carolina was

the first life-saving station in the country to have an all-black crew
and a black man, Richard Etheridge, as commanding officer.

ELLA JO BAKER (seated)..................................... 1903 – 1986 
Community organizer, journalist, and member of the NAACP, she
emerged as one of the most important women in the civil rights
movement. Established conference that led to creation of the SNCC.

 JAMES EDWARD SHEPARD (seated)................... 1875 – 1947
      Founder of North Carolina College for Negroes, later renamed
               North Carolina Central University. Co-Founder of Farmers and 
                                 Mechanics Bank in Durham and the North Carolina
                                       Mutual Insurance Company. 

 

                              WILLIAM C. SMITH (seated)............. 1856  ?
                                            

Editor of Charlotte’s first African-American newspaper,
                                                  the Charlotte Messenger. He  shared the belief of many           
                                                    citizens that blacks could gain acceptance by exhibiting 
                                                        their commitment to such values as good manners, self
                                                          discipline, hard work, and financial responsibility.

–

Joseph McNeill

KELLY M. ALEXANDER
(1915  1985)

Civil rights activist and president of 
the NAACP Branches, largest state 
conference in the country with over 
120 branches and 30,000 members. 
Elected National Chairman in 1984.

–
JAMES E. O’HARA

(1844 – 1905)
North Carolina congressman, publisher, 

and lawyer who was an active speaker for 
women’s rights and against racial 

violence. Introduced one of the first bills 
to make lynching a federal crime.  

JOSEPH C. PRICE
(1854 – 1893)

Founder and first president of 
Livingston College in North Carolina. 

Called “The World’s Orator” by the 
British press, voted one of the “Ten 
Greatest Negroes Who Ever Lived.” 

CHARLES C. SPAULDING
(1874  1952)–

ALEX M. RIVERA, JR.
(1913  2008)

Nationally renowned photojournalist 
and correspondent who covered the 
last lynchings in South Carolina and 

Alabama, school segregation, and the 
civil rights movement. 

–

Panel 3 - Menhaden Fishing Fleet and Chanteymen
Beaufort, NC, is the menhaden capital of the world. The shipboard crews employed by the fisheries were predominantly black over the years, and the 

work assigned to them was physically demanding. To help ease and pace this extraordinary labor, the men sang “chanteys,” or worksongs. Generally, a 
leader would sing out the first line of the song by himself, to be answered with another line sung in harmony by the rest of the crew. The songs or lines 

were drawn from many sources, including hymns and gospel songs, blues, and barbershop quartet songs, and were often improvised.

JOHN ADAMS HYMAN
(1840 – 1891)

Born into slavery, he was sold eight 
times for his attempts to educate himself.  
Freed by the 13th amendment, he was 

elected State Senator and U.S. 
Congressman in 1874. 

JAMES BENSON DUDLEY
(1859 – 1925)

David
    Richmond

WILMINGTON RACE RIOTS 
(1898)

A politically motivated attack by whites 
against the city’s leading African-American 

citizens. Statewide election returns signaled 
a shift in power, with Democrats taking over 

the State Legislature. The City of Wilmington, 
however, remained in Republican hands 

primarily because of its solid base of African- 
American voters. Alfred Moore Waddell, a 

former Confederate officer and a white 
supremacist, led a group of townsmen to 

force the ouster of Wilmington’s city officialsPanel 4 -Parrish Street, Durham, NC
In the early twentieth century, Parrish Street in Durham, NC, was the hub of

African American business activity. This four-block district was known as “Black Wall Street.” 
Although other cities had similar districts, Durham’s was one of the most vital and was nationally known.

ELRETA MELTON ALEXANDER-RALSTON (seated).......................... 1919 
First black woman to graduate from Columbia University
School of Law in 1945, as well as the first black woman to
practice law and be elected as a judge in North Carolina. 

DR. AARON M. MOORE ............................................................. 1863  1923
Preeminent force in building a strong black community in
Durham. Principal in establishing Lincoln Hospital,
Bull City Drug Company, and Mechanics & Farmers’ Bank.

REGINALD HAWKINS, SR. ...................................................... 1923  2007
Dentist and ordained minister who lived the cause of civil rights
and championed the fight for equal rights throughout the Mid-Atlantic states.
First African-American to run for Governor of North Carolina.

HENRY PLUMMER CHEATHAM .(seated)............................ 1857 – 1935
Republican Congressman from 1888 – 1892. Superintendent
of the African-American orphanage that he had co-founded two decades earlier. 

–

–

 1998–

Why are the Greensboro Four wearing chefs’ attire?
“I decided to prominently feature the Greensboro Four as chefs at the fictional diner because they literall
took possession of the lunch counter with their refusal to leave until served. By seeking service, they were— 

by extension—serving a cause greater than themselves. I used the lunch counter as the motif for this
painting because it was a recognizable setting for a large gathering as well as a powerful symbol of North 
Carolina’s place in the civil rights movement. When I saw the bare wall facing the School of Government’s 
dining facility, I immediately knew that the visual length of a lunch counter would figure nicely there. It was 

the perfect location for a collaboration. Public officials and others who take courses at the School would 
line up in that hallway and would have to walk the length of the painting before entering the dining hall."

—Colin Quashie, artist

y 

On Monday, February 1, 1960, around 4:30 p.m.,the 
Greensboro Four—Joseph McNeill, David Richmond,  
Jibreel Khazan (formerly Ezell Blair, Jr.), and Franklin 
McCain, freshmen at North Carolina A&T University— 
entered the F.W. Woolworth store in Greensboro, NC,  sat 
down at the store’s “whites only” lunch counter, and 
ordered coffee. They were denied service, then ignored, 
and finally asked to leave. They remained seated at the 
counter until the store closed early at 5 p.m. 

Their passive resistance and peaceful sit-in 
ignited a youth-led movement to challenge 

racial inequality throughout the South. 
Hundreds of students, civil rights 

organizations, churches, and members of 
the community joined in a six-month protest. 

Their commitment ultimately led to the 
desegregation of the F. W. Woolworth lunch 

counter on July 25, 1960.

Built North Carolina Mutual Life 
Insurance Company into nation’s largest 

black-owned business. Trustee for 
Howard University, Shaw University, 

and North Carolina College for Negroes.
  

Born into slavery, he went on to become 
president of North Carolina Agricultural and 
Mechanical College, predecessor institution 

of North Carolina A & T State University.



WW F.W. Woolworth Co.
Panel 5 - NC School Integration

The integration of Charlotte schools in 1957. Many whites showed their objection by refusing to allow their children to ride school buses with black children. 
ROBERT F. WILLIAMS (seated, rear)................................... 1925 – 1996
Militant civil rights leader whose open advocacy of armed
self-defense anticipated the movement for “black power”
in the late 1960s and helped inspire groups such as the NCC,
the Revolutionary Action Movement, and the Black Panther Party.

GOLDEN ASRO FRINKS (seated, left)................................. 1920  2004
Leader in the Civil Rights Movement in North Carolina who
organized protests around the country while working as a
field secretary for the SCLC. Jailed 87 times for civil
disobedience and often referred to as “the great agitator.”

CHARLES WADDELL CHESNUTT (seated, center)............... 1858 – 1932
Teacher, lawyer, businessman, and author acclaimed
for portraying blacks realistically and challenging
the usual sympathetic portrayals of slavery.

–

CLARENCE EVERETT LIGHTNER  .................................. 1921 – 2002
First and, to this date, only black mayor of Raleigh (1973-1975).
Election gained national attention since only 16 percent of
registered voters in Raleigh were black.

CHARLOTTE EUGENIA HAWKINS BROWN ..................... 1883 – 1961
Nationally acclaimed educator who taught rural black children. 
Established the Alice Freeman Palmer Institute, the first historical
landmark of North Carolina identified with an African American.

CHARLES NORFLEET HUNTER ...................................... 1852 – 1931
Born into slavery in Raleigh, he became a journalist, educator,
historian, and voice of the African-American community in North Carolina.

Panel 6 - US Colored Regiment 
The 27th regiment of US Colored Troops under the command of

Gen. Charles Paine played a prominent role in the capture of
Fort Fisher in February 1865, after which they constituted

the vanguard of the Union's march on Wilmington.

COLONEL JAMES H. YOUNG ..... 1860 – 1921
Owner and editor of the Raleigh Gazette. Appointed
colonel of a black volunteer regiment organized
for the Spanish-American War. First African
American to hold that rank in the United States.

JOHN HENRY MERRICK
1859 – 1919
Born into slavery and freed by
Emancipation Proclamation.
Co-founder of the North
Carolina Mutual Provident Life
Insurance Company, the
largest black-owned insurance
company in the United States.

DR. PAULI MURRAY 
1910 – 1985
First black awarded law doctorate
from Yale University. Co-founder
of NOW (National Organization for
Women). First black female priest
ordained in Episcopal Church.

JOHN CHAVIS .......... 1763 – 1838
Early 19th Century minister and teacher,
fought in the Revolutionary War.  Opened a
private school in Raleigh where he taught black
and white children, specializing in Latin and Greek. 

Jibreel Khazan (formerly known as Ezell Blair, Jr.)

Panel 7 - Somerset Place Plantation
The Somerset Place Plantation was North Carolina's third largest by 1860.

Designated as a State Historic Site in 1969. In 1986 Dorothy Spruill Redford
planned a gathering of descendants of slaves known as Somerset 
Homecoming. More than 3,000 descendants nationwide attended

the homecoming at the plantation.

             DR. MILTON QUIGLESS .................. 1905  1997
                           Doctor who defied the odds and the conventions
                              of his time to make medical care available to
                                 African Americans in Edgecombe County.

                         DR CHARLES WATTS ........... 1917  2004
                                      Physician, professor, and activist for
                                       health care for the poor. North Carolina’s
                                        first African-American surgeon. 

                        HARRIET JACOBS ................. 1815 1897
                                 Fugitive slave who escaped in 1835.
                               Best known for her autobiography,
                           Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl,
                        published in 1852.

          ANONYMOUS SLAVE COUPLE
              These individuals represent the scores of unnamed
              and forgotten contributors to North Carolina history.
              Formal place setting and pink carnations (flowers of     
              remembrance) underscore our indebtedness to them.

–

–

– 

Franklin
         McCain

Panel 8 - Dr. King and Ralph Abernathy
A week after the sit-ins began, F.W. Woolworth temporarily closed the lunch counter.

Two weeks later, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and Rev. Ralph Abernathy came to 
Greensboro to lend their support to the movement.

ANNA JULIA HAYWOOD COOPER ...................................... 1858 – 1964
Civil and women’s rights pioneer. Earliest black
woman activist in the realm of higher education—
educated and served as school principal for 39 years.

JOHN HOPE FRANKLIN (seated)............................................ 1915 – 2009
United States historian—best known for his work
From Slavery to Freedom, first published in 1947
and continually updated. Awarded the Presidential
Medal of Freedom, the nation’s highest civilian honor.

International Civil 
Rights Center & 

Museum

INTERNATIONAL CIVIL RIGHTS CENTER & MUSEUM
134 South Elm Street, Greensboro, NC 27401

(336) 274-9199 | www.sitinmovement.org | info@sitinmovement.org 

About the Artist
Colin Quashie began his art career in 1989 and is best known for challenging audiences 
with his brand of controversial social commentary. Since 1996 he has financed his art by 

writing comedy for television and freelancing as a graphic artist. Born in London, England, 
he currently resides in Charleston, SC, with his lovely wife, Cathy.   

The museum building is the former location of the F.W. Woolworth store where the 
Greensboro sit-ins took place, beginning February 1, 1960. The museum's aim is to 

memorialize the actions of four students from North Carolina Agricultural and 
Technical State University (NC A&T),  those who joined them in the daily Woolworth 

sit-ins, and others around the country who took part in sit-ins and the civil rights 
movement. The museum opened February 1, 2010, on the 50th anniversary of the 

original sit-in. We urge all to visit this monument to history.       
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